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RCC Comments to Strengthen the City of Minneapolis Climate Equity Plan, May 2, 2023  
· https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/climate-equity/ 
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	CLEAN AIR – https://rccmn.co/air-quality/  
RCC supports the addition of these goals and strategies we had suggested. 
https://rccmn.co/indoor-air-quality/
 Goal: - Study, mitigate and reduce outdoor and indoor air pollution to improve health outcomes in Minneapolis — with a focus on the Green Zones and other neighborhoods and households experiencing cumulative air quality impacts


Strategy 1 Co-convene, quarterly city/county/community air quality working group meetings to maintain mutual transparency & accountability to act on air quality data; reduce & mitigate air pollution; and improve health outcomes (with a focus on Green Zones and impacted Minneapolis neighborhoods.)
1.1 Address cumulative air quality impacts in Green Zones and impacted Minneapolis neighborhoods.
1.2 Act on city, state and community air monitoring data to reduce point & mobile source air pollution.
1.3 Increase funding for healthy homes outreach and retrofits and neighborhood tree planting on blocks experiencing high levels of outdoor air pollution to improve their indoor air quality, reduce asthma triggers & improve health outcomes.
1.4 Implement residential programs to monitor and improve indoor air quality, especially in air areas with higher-than-average asthma rates
Strategy 2 Address cumulative air quality impacts in Green Zones and impacted Minneapolis neighborhoods.
Strategy 3 Act on city, state and community air monitoring data to reduce point & mobile source air pollution
Strategy 4 Increase funding for healthy homes outreach and retrofits and neighborhood tree planting on blocks experiencing high levels of outdoor air pollution to improve their indoor air quality, reduce asthma triggers & improve health outcomes.
4.1 Neighborhood-wide mitigation of air pollution (i.e. tree planting, vegetative buffers, anti-idling, etc.)
4.2 Household-specific mitigation of indoor air pollution with a focus on households with vulnerable members experiencing asthma, etc. (health care access, air sealing, insulation, indoor air filters, reducing the use of fossil gas appliances, mitigate indoor air pollution sources such as mold and pests, etc.)
4.3 Integrate healthy homes / indoor air quality intervention with all in-home touch-points (Regulatory Services, energy efficiency, electrification, etc.)
Benefits of adding an air quality goal and strategies to the updated climate action plan
· Acting on outdoor & indoor air quality challenges to improve health outcomes on the north & south side. 
· Highlighting the great work of the Minneapolis Community Air monitoring work group. 
· Securing more long-term funding for healthy homes /asthma outreach & investments to reduce indoor air pollution for families experiencing asthma & other health effects of poor indoor/outdoor air quality
· Funding community partners to reach more households experiencing asthma to improve indoor air quality, health care access and health outcomes (i.e. lead, mold, radon prevention, home air filters, switching away from using fossil gas, etc.)
RELEVANT Plans, Goals, and Strategies 
· City of Minneapolis – Updated Climate and Equity Action Plan and Zero Waste Plan 
· Minneapolis 2040 Comp Plan POLICY 66 AIR QUALITY: IMPROVE AIR QUALITY BY REDUCING EMISSIONS OF POLLUTANTS THAT HARM HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT. https://minneapolis2040.com/search?query=air+quality
· MPLS 2030 Transportation Plan, https://go.minneapolismn.gov/minneapolis-streets-2030 
· Minneapolis Northside Green Zone Work Plan, Southside Green Zone Plan
· Hennepin County Climate Action Plan page 22. www.hennepin.us/climate-action 
· HC Zero Waste Plan   Hennepin Co. Public Health Climate Action Committee  
· Met Council - Climate Action Work Plan https://metrocouncil.org/Planning/Climate.aspx 

Resource People we can reach out to help 
Green Zones and City of Minneapolis Air Quality Monitoring Project
· Kelly Muellman, Sustainability Program Coordinator (612) 673-3014 kelly.muellman@minneapolismn.gov
· Jenni Lansing Minneapolis Air Quality Monitoring Project 612-709-9977. Jenni.Lansing@minneapolismn.gov  
Mpls Healthy Homes Team Lisa Smestad, Healthy Homes Manager, 612-673-3733 Lisa.smestad@minneapolismn.gov
Sustainable Resources Center 
Minnesota Dept of Health Healthy Homes Team 
· Joshua Kerber Indoor Air Unit joshua.kerber@state.mn.us
· https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/healthyhomes/index.html
Home Performance Strategies translating building science into comfortable homes A no jargon building science intro: https://tinyurl.com/4a2bymm4 
· Kevin Brauer (612) 868-0365 kevin@homeperformancestrategies.net 
· Kevin worked with a pilot project in Pittsburg to reduce indoor air pollution and builds low cost-effective home air filters http://outsideinradio.org/shows/in-pittsburgh 
How to build DIY box fan filters Corsi-Rosenthal box
The Corsi–Rosenthal Box, is a design for a do-it-yourself air purifier that can be built comparatively inexpensively. It was designed during the COVID-19 pandemic, with the goal of reducing the levels of airborne viral particles in indoor settings.
The filtration units can be assembled in around fifteen minutes, last for months, and cost between $50 and $150 in materials. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corsi%E2%80%93Rosenthal_Box 
· ROCIS (Reducing Outdoor Contaminants in Indoor Spaces) https://rocis.org/ 
· Clean Air Crew How to build DIY box fan filters Corsi Rosenthal box https://cleanaircrew.org/box-fan-filters/ Also known as a Corsi-Rosenthal box, this DIY method of building your own air filter with MERV13 furnace filters and a box fan are an easy and cost-effective way to help clear indoor air from airborne virus particles, wildfire smoke, pollen, dust, and more!
Building Performance Institute Healthy Housing Principles Certificate
· Training Weatherization Crews and Contractors on Healthy Homes Principals 
· Local test proctor Kevin Brauer (612) 868-0365 kevin@homeperformancestrategies.net 
Anyone interested in the connection between human health symptoms and the possible home issues that could be causing them should consider earning the Healthy Housing Principles Certificate. https://www.bpi.org/healthy-housing-principles

Resource Links 
· PurpleAir Map: https://map.purpleair.com/1/mAQI/a10/p604800/cC0#10.63/44.9718/-92.9972 
· MPCA Air Quality, 
· MDH Air Quality, Climate & Health,  
· MPCA Interactive Map Areas of EJ Concern, 
· MN DOT Sustainability & Public Health,
· City of Mpls Health Dept. Air Quality   
· Minneapolis Green Zones, 
· Our Streets Minneapolis/i94
· Hennepin Co. Climate Action Plan (p. 22) 
· Hennepin Co. Public Health Climate Action Committee  
· MN EJ Table/Frontline Communities, 
· MCEA, Clean Air MN 
Minneapolis 2040 Comp Plan 
Air Quality references in the Minneapolis 2040 Comp Plan 
POLICY 66 AIR QUALITY: IMPROVE AIR QUALITY BY REDUCING EMISSIONS OF POLLUTANTS THAT HARM HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT. https://minneapolis2040.com/search?query=air+quality
· AIR POLLUTION IMPACTS HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS IS CONCERNED AT BOTH THE LOCAL AND REGIONAL LEVELS. LOCALLY, THE CITY IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECTS POLLUTANTS SUCH AS PARTICULATE MATTER (PM), GROUND-LEVEL OZONE (O3), CARBON MONOXIDE (CO), CARBON DIOXIDE (CO2), NITROGEN DIOXIDE (NO2), SULFUR DIOXIDE (SO2), LEAD AND AIR TOXINS HAVE ON HUMAN HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE CLIMATE. HEALTH EFFECTS INCLUDE ASTHMA AND RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS, AS WELL AS CANCER AND OTHER SERIOUS DISEASES. THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS PERFORMS MANY FUNCTIONS TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY, SUCH AS COLLECTING AIR SAMPLES, ANALYZING THEM FOR POLLUTANTS, AND USING THE RESULTS TO INFORM POLICY DECISIONS. THE CITY’S GREEN BUSINESS COST SHARE PROGRAM FOCUSES ON REDUCING AIR POLLUTION FROM SMALL BUSINESSES SUCH AS DRY CLEANERS AND AUTO BODY SHOPS BY PROVIDING FUNDS TO SWITCH TO NONTOXIC OR LOW-TOXICITY CHEMICAL ALTERNATIVES. IN ADDITION, THE CITY PROVIDES FUNDS TO HELP BUSINESSES AND MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL UNITS REDUCE THEIR NONRENEWABLE ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS THROUGH ENERGY RETROFITS, INCLUDING SOLAR PANELS.
· MINNEAPOLIS AND THE BUSINESSES OPERATING IN THE CITY MUST ALSO MEET REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STANDARDS OR FACE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS. WITH THE PASSAGE OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT, THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) SET STANDARDS FOR LIMITING SPECIFIC AIR POLLUTANTS, REFERRED TO AS “CRITERIA AIR POLLUTANTS.” THE MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY (MPCA) CONTINUOUSLY MONITORS CRITERIA AIR POLLUTANTS STATEWIDE; IF IT IDENTIFIES A CRITERIA AIR POLLUTANT ABOVE ITS STANDARD, THAT AREA OF THE STATE MAY BE DECLARED IN “NONATTAINMENT” FOR MEETING THE STANDARD. THE STATE USES DATA TO DETERMINE THE SPECIFIC SOURCES OR SOURCE CATEGORIES THAT ARE PRIMARY CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NONATTAINMENT, AND IT MUST SUBMIT A PLAN TO THE EPA FOR RETURNING TO ATTAINMENT THAT INCLUDES ENFORCEABLE LIMITS AND CONTROLS ON THESE SOURCES. IF BUSINESSES IN MINNEAPOLIS ARE IDENTIFIED, THEY MAY FACE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS.
ACTION STEPS THE CITY WILL SEEK TO ACCOMPLISH THE FOLLOWING ACTION STEPS TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY BY REDUCING EMISSIONS OF POLLUTANTS THAT HARM HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
· REDUCE VEHICLE-RELATED EMISSIONS THROUGH TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE POLICIES, AND CHANGES TO THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, THAT RESULT IN FEWER VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED.
· ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH REGIONAL AIR QUALITY STANDARDS FOR CRITERIA AIR POLLUTANTS (O3, LEAD, PM, NO2, SO2 AND CO) THROUGHOUT THE CITY THROUGH EDUCATION, OUTREACH, AIR SAMPLING AND DATA-DRIVEN POLICIES, AS WELL AS COST-SHARE INITIATIVES THAT ENCOURAGE BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS TO USE GREENER TECHNOLOGIES.
· ELIMINATE THE USE OF SOME OF THE MOST COMMON INDUSTRIAL VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS (VOCS), SUCH AS TETRACHLOROETHYLENE (PERC, PCE) AND TRICHLOROETHYLENE (TCE), THROUGH COST-SHARING PROGRAMS AND THE PROMOTION OF ALTERNATIVE PRODUCTS IN INDUSTRIAL SECTORS.
· REDUCE EMISSIONS FROM ENERGY SOURCES, INCLUDING THROUGH COST-SHARING PROGRAMS AIMED AT INCREASING ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN MINNEAPOLIS.
· REDUCE BENZENE EMISSIONS FROM GAS STATIONS THROUGH INSTALLATION OF ADVANCED VAPOR RECOVERY TECHNOLOGY.
· ENSURE LEVELS OF GROUND-LEVEL OZONE AND PARTICULATE MATTER AT OR BELOW THE LOWEST LEVELS RECOMMENDED BY THE EPA CLEAN AIR SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
· MINIMIZE GROUND-LEVEL OZONE BY MONITORING FOR VOCS AND NITROGEN OXIDES (NOX) AND USING THE RESULTS TO INFORM PROGRAMS THAT LOCATE AND EFFECTIVELY REDUCE EMISSIONS FROM INDUSTRIAL AND OTHER SOURCES.
· IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AIR QUALITY INITIATIVES THROUGH USE OF DATA FROM 311 COMPLAINTS.
· IMPROVE ENFORCEMENT OF NOISE, AFTER-HOURS WORK, AND DUST ORDINANCES.
THIS POLICY SUPPORTS: GOAL #1 GOAL #5 GOAL #10 GOAL #11    
RELATED TOPICS: ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS PUBLIC HEALTH

Hennepin County Climate Action Plan page 22. https://www.hennepin.us/climate-action 
Goal: Protect and engage people, especially vulnerable communities
Objective: The county’s response to climate change prioritizes the protection of the most vulnerable residents and advances equitable health outcomes
   Strategy: Mitigate disproportionate impacts associated with climate change
· Reduce air pollution associated with transportation, especially in areas with vulnerable populations.
· Reduce the health impacts associated with pollution from the production, packaging, use, and disposal of materials by supporting waste prevention, reuse, recycling, toxicity reduction, and proper management of hazardous waste.
· Mitigate the heat island effect, especially in areas with people most vulnerable to extreme heat, by supporting increased access to air conditioning, increasing the tree canopy, and converting hardscape where possible to green infrastructure.
· Address flooding in housing, especially where people most vulnerable to flooding impacts live, by promoting and providing financial support for preventative measures such as sump-pumps and landscaping to redirect water away from structures.
· Build awareness of expanding flood zones among at-risk residents and businesses and the potential availability of optional flood insurance. Explore options for possible subsidized flood insurance based on financial need.
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