= Resilient Cities & Communities

RCC Visionary People. Vibrant Places. Regenerative Futures.

To: Katie Cashman (Chair) Climate and Infrastructure Committee, ward7 @ minneapolismn.gov
- Angie Craft Director, Surface Water & Sewers (612) 597-6476 angie.craft@minneapolismn.gov
- Rachel Crabb, MPRB Water Resources, 612-741-8561 rcrabb@minneapolisparks.org

RE: Proposed Collaborative Next Steps to co-implement our Minneapolis Stormwater Management Program
(2024-00334) from our Minneapolis Green Teams Coalition Water Quality Work Group - 5/8/2025
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2024-00334 https://rccmn.co/water/

Dear Chair Cashman, and Council Members Koski, Chavez, Chowdhury, Vetaw & Osman,
Angie, Rachel and Haley Thanks for our great conversations after the public hearing today!

On behalf of our new RCC city-wide Water Quality Work Group, GREAT JOB! A big thank you to Minneapolis Public
Works and MPRB staff for all your great work year-round and for continuing to improve your well-rounded
Stormwater Management Program (outreach/education, street sweeping, chloride, capital investments, etc.)

Neighborhood volunteers active with Lake and Creek Groups, Adopt a Drain, MN Water Stewards and CEAC across
the city are eager to partner with MPW, MPRB, Watershed Districts, Fresh Water, Hamline, RCC, Sierra Club, Metro
Blooms, Lakes and Rivers Council, etc. to achieve our city water quality goals together. As a starting point, RCC
suggests 4 collaborative next steps we can do together make bigger impacts (while not wasting our time.)

1. Update and combine our city-wide lists of local Water Quality volunteers/advocates and update our
directory of Lake and Creek Groups (with Haley Foster, RCC, Fresh Water, Lakes and Rivers, Hamline,
watershed districts.) and find ways we can strengthen 2-way communication among the grassroots
volunteers, resource groups, and Public Works and MPRB staff.

- Ask volunteers how they like to receive info and try them out (i.e. google groups/ face book groups,
social hours, volunteer days) and see who has time/energy to manage them.

- Common resource page/ face book page, timely water quality messages that water quality volunteers
can share with neighbors (build on the updates sent out Adopt a Drain & Water Steward volunteers)

2. Connect local water quality volunteers/advocates by sub watershed (potlucks, zoom calls, etc.) to work
together to increase adopt a drain participation, do shoreline clean ups, habitat restoration, etc.

- Organize local meet ups with Lake/Creek Groups, Water Stewards & Adopt a Drain volunteers and
MPW & MPRB staff to understand the impairments of their lake/creek & ways to address them.
- Provide sub-watershed teams with pipe-shed maps, adopt a drain maps, data on improvements, etc.
3. Communicate more with adopt a drain volunteers and neighbors (timely) — clean out storm drains before
it rains, rake leaves out of drains before street sweepers come, rake leaves off street before the snow, etc.

4. Co-Host Citywide Water Quality Forums/Discussions with MWP and MPRB staff, nonprofits and
neighborhood water quality volunteers to cover topics related to your stormwater permit and beyond —

o Sub watershed organizing — learning from East Isles/Green Guardians (9 neighborhoods) how to
expand participation in adopt a drain, clean ups, salt, rain gardens (& Lake Harriet pilot project.)
How do we keep our Lakes Swimmable? (street sweeping, capital improvements, pet waste, etc.)
Surface flooding, stormwater volume management and increasing the capacity of pipes, etc.
Shoreline and ecological restoration — coordinating between volunteer groups and MPRB

O O O O

Chloride Reduction reaching out to businesses and maintenance contractors
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Longer term, let’s work to support MPCA to include Litter/Trash as a contaminant of concern along with
Microplastics, Chloride, PFAS, in future MPCA Triennial Standards Reviews for the MS4 permit requirements.

RCC and Green Guardians will check in with the resource groups and lake and creek groups below to hear their
ideas and see how they could participate and help out. Then we can find a time when interested groups can meet
up with MWP, MPRB abd Watershed District Staff.

Sean Gosiewski, Executive Director, 612 250-0389 sean@rccmn.co
Gladys Daniela Mejia RCC Program Director gladys@rccmn.co
Resilient Cities & Communities https://rccmn.co/water/
2730 East 31st Street, Minneapolis MN 55406
Visionary Leaders. Vibrant Places. Regenerative Futures. www.guidestar.org/profile/20-5001106
cc. Henry Labounta, East Isles Green Team/ Green Guardians (415) 706-5824 henrylabounta@gmail.com
Rich Harrison Metro Blooms Landscape Architect + Co-Director of Design rich@metroblooms.org
- Elizabeth Stout, PE, Water Resources Manager 612-741-8561 Elizabeth.Stout@minneapolismn.gov
- Haley Foster, Communications & Outreach 612 997-1723 haley.foster@minneapolismn.gov Adopt a Drain

- Trygg Sponheim. Environmental Inspector trygg.sponheim@minneapolismn.gov
- Cathy Abene, PE, President MPRB, Commissioner District: 6 612-230-6443, x 6 cabene@minneapolisparks.org

Minneapolis Green Teams Coalition - Water Quality Work Group - Resource groups, Lake & Creek Groups we’re
reaching out to join our city-wide Water Quality Work Group to collaboratively achieve our water quality goals
together partnership with MPW, MPRB and Watershed District staff. https://rccmn.co/water/
Resource Groups
e Abby Moore, MWMO Education and Outreach Manager 612-746-4981 amoore@mwmo.org
Rich Harrison Metro Blooms Landscape Architect + Co-Director of Design rich@metroblooms.org
Alex Van Loh, Fresh Water Society 651-313-5814 avanloh@freshwater.org Minnesota Water Stewards
Haley Foster, Communications & Outreach 612 997-1723 haley.foster@minneapolismn.gov Adopt a Drain
Ann Zawistoski Hamilne CGEE, Director of Adopt a Drain & Community Outreach
azawistoski0l@hamline.edu Adopt a Drain
Sofie Wicklund Hamilne CGEE, Assistant Director of Adopt a Drain & swicklund02@hamline.edu
e Lily Carr Lake Steward Program MN Lakes and Rivers Council 612-751-2479 lily@mnlakesandrivers.org
https://mnlakesandrivers.org/lake-steward/ Lake Harriet Urban Water Stewards Program
e Steve Ring, Sierra Club Water and Wetlands steve.ring@northstar.sierraclub.org 2nd Mondays 7 p.m.
e Sheila Wiegman, PE, sheilawiegman@yahoo.com MN Sierra Club, Water And Wetlands,
e Joshua Houdek, Sierra Club, (612) 659-9124 joshua.houdek@sierraclub.org

Community Environmental Advisory Commission
e CEAC Johnny Hill CEAC Urban Ecology Work Group lead, CEAC johnny@thejohnnyhill.com
e \Verlynn Schmalle CEAC member vs53589@gmail.com
® Sean Gosiewski, CEAC Member, MN Water Steward seangosiewski@gmail.com

Minneapolis Lake Groups and Creek Groups

Lake of the Isles & Bde Makaska/ Cedar Lake
East Isles Green Team https://www.eastisles.org/green-team

® Henry Labounta, East Isles Green Team Co-Chair, henrylabounta@gmail.com

e Ellen van lwaarden East Isles Green Team Co-Chair, ellen.vaniwaarden@gmail.com
Green Guardians Chain of Lakes - Bde Makaska, Lake of the Isles, Cedar Lake \We are neighbors who care for our
environment. We live in East Isles, South Uptown, Kenwood, Lowry Hill, The Wedge, East & West Bde Maka Ska,
Cedar Isles-Dean & Bryn Mawr. https://handsontwincities.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency id=161586

e Henry Labounta, East Isles Green Team Co-Chair, henrylabounta@gmail.com

e Shane McCaffrey shanejmccaffrey@gmail.com
Friends of Cedar Lake Point Beach https://www.facebook.com/groups/5509500582411765/
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Lake Harriet
e Lake Harriet Urban Water Stewards Program Lily Carr Lake Steward Program Coordinator MN Lakes and
Rivers Council 612-751-2479 lily@mnlakesandrivers.org https://mnlakesandrivers.org/lake-steward/
e Lake Harriet Environmental Council Sally Guillet 612-708-3805. sallyguill@gmail.com non-profit
organization dedicated to restoring, protecting and enhancing the natural environment at Lake Harriet.
https://www.lakeharrietec.org/

Friends of Lake Nokomis Steffanie Musich friendsoflakenokomis@gmail.com Join our email list to find out about
future events and activities at the lake or the surrounding parks, by entering your email information here:
http://eepurl.com/IEPOT https://friendsoflakenokomis.com / https://www.facebook.com/FOLakeNokomis

Lake Hiawatha
- Friends of Lake Hiawatha Sean Connaughty sean.connaughty@gmail.com
https://www.friendsoflakehiawatha.org/get-involved https://www.facebook.com/HiawathaMpls/
- Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood Association Kate Gens, Executive Director (612) 200-3421
office@standish-ericsson.org https://standish-ericsson.org

Powderhorn Lake??

Grass Lake/ Kenny Neighborhood Association, 612-392-4477 info@kennyneighborhood.org
https://www.kennyneighborhood.org/ https://conservancy.umn.edu/items/79560317-eb83-4cff-805b-
037348aa0c4f

Mississippi

- River Gorge Stewards/ Friends of the Mississippi volunteer@fmr.org 651-477-0925.
https://fmr.org/river-gorge-stewards

- Longfellow Community Council River Gorge Committee info@longfellow.org ERG meets the first
Wednesday of the month at 7pm https://longfellow.org/environment-and-river-gorge-committee/

- Mississippi Park Connection BIPOC Kayaking at North Regional Park 651.291.8164
info@parkconnection.org https://parkconnection.org/

- Owdamniyomni 612-208-3159 transforming five acres at the Upper Lock into a place of healing,
restoration, education, and connection.https://owamniyomni.org/

Minnehaha Creek
e Susan Glenn Friends of Minnehaha Park sglenn1234@gmail.com
® Nick Long, Admin Friends of Minnehaha Creek https://www.facebook.com/groups/619109015266370/

Basset Creek
e Friends of Basset Creek - David Stack stack@mninter.net
http://www.mninter.net/~stack/bassett/descript.htm
e Loppet Foundation Basset Creek Habitat Stewardship https://www.loppet.org/about/stewardship/
e Haha Wakpadan Crystal Boyd crystalboydconsulting@gmail.com
https://hennepinhistory.org/%C8%9Fa%C8%9Fa-wakpadan-vcpc-la%C2%B2-dakota-suburban-community

Shingle Creek
e Shingle Creek, Shingle Creek Neighborhood Assoc 612-524-9632 | mpls.scna@gmail.com
https://shinglecreekmpls.org
e Shingle Creek and West Mississippi Watershed Management Commissions 763.553.1144 judie@jass.biz
https://www.shinglecreek.org/
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